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§5–503.1. 

 

 (a) (1) This section applies to any dam that: 

 

   (i) Has the potential to cause the loss of human life or 

substantial property damage in the event of structural failure; and 

 

   (ii) Has been designated or verified by the Department as a 

high hazard or significant hazard dam, as defined in the classification of dams under 

regulations adopted by the Department. 

 

  (2) This section does not apply to a dam that is licensed by, and 

subject to the jurisdiction of, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission if the owner 

of the dam submits to the Department: 

 

   (i) On or before August 1, 2017, a copy of the existing 

emergency action plan for the dam; and 

 

   (ii) Within 30 days after filing with the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission any update to the emergency action plan, a copy of the 

update to the emergency action plan. 

 

 (b) (1) An owner of a dam subject to this section shall prepare and 

submit to the Department for approval an emergency action plan in accordance with 

this section to protect downstream human life and safeguard property in the event of 

a structural failure or any other emergency. 

 

  (2) An owner of an existing dam subject to this section shall submit 

a plan to the Department for approval on or before August 1, 2017. 

 

  (3) A person proposing to construct a dam subject to this section shall 

submit a plan with an application for a permit to construct the dam under § 5–503 of 

this subtitle. 

 

 (c) An emergency action plan shall contain: 

 

  (1) A description of the dam, including its hazard classification; 

 

  (2) Maps or other graphic representations of areas downstream that 

have the potential to be affected by a structural failure or any other emergency; 
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  (3) A list of agencies and individuals responsible for monitoring 

weather and operating conditions at the dam during emergencies; 

 

  (4) Detailed operating procedures for making decisions and taking 

actions to protect lives and property in areas downstream from the dam in the event 

of an emergency; 

 

  (5) Procedures for notifying jurisdictions, businesses, and persons 

who have the potential to be affected by a dam failure or any other emergency; 

 

  (6) A list of emergency management resources and equipment that 

could be needed in the event of an emergency; and 

 

  (7) Any additional information required by the Department. 

 

 (d) On approval of the emergency action plan by the Department, the dam 

owner shall provide copies of the plan to appropriate State and local emergency 

management agencies. 

 

 (e) Emergency action plans shall be updated annually and submitted to the 

Department for approval on or before May 1 each year. 

 

 (f) (1) An owner of a dam subject to this section shall conduct a 

functional exercise or test of the approved emergency action plan at least once every 

5 years. 

 

  (2) The results of the functional exercise or test required under 

paragraph (1) of this subsection shall be reported in the annual update to the 

emergency action plan that is submitted in the same year. 

 

 (g) The Department may adopt regulations to implement this section. 
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